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129.  To Miss BRAWNE, Wentworth Place, Hampstead, Middx.
Shanklin Thursday Evening [15 July 1819?]
My love,
I  have been in so irritable a state of health these two
or three last days, that I did not think I should be able
to write this week. Not that I was so ill, but so much so
as only to be capable of an unhealthy teasing letter. To
night I am greatly recovered only to feel the languor
I have felt after you touched with ardency.  You say
you perhaps might have made me better: you would
then have made me worse: now you could quite effect
a cure: What fee my sweet Physician would I not give
you to do so. Do not call it folly, when I tell you I took
your letter last night to bed with me.  In the morning
I found your name on the sealing wax obliterated.  I
was startled at the bad omen till I recollected that it
must have happened in my dreams, and they you know
fall out by contraries. You must have found out by this
time I am a little given to bode ill like the raven; it is
my misfortune not my fault; it has proceeded from the
general tenor of the circumstances of my life, and
rendered every event suspicious.   However I will no
more trouble either you or myself with sad Prophecies;
who had openly protested against the mode of criticism employed
against "Endymion", and had said, in a letter still extant, that
"such attacks will interest every liberal mind in the author's
success", writing to Messrs. Taylor, on the igth of July in this year,,
enquires, "Have you any other literary novelties in verse? I very
much admire your young poet, with all his singularities. Where
is he? and what high design does he meditate?" '
lag. This letter appears to belong between those of the 8th and
25th of July 1819; and of the two Thursdays between those dates
it seems likelier that the i5th would be the one than that the letter
should have been written so near the 25th as on the 22nd. The
original having been mislaid, I have not been able to take the
evidence of the postmark. It will be noticed that at the close he
speaks of a weekly exchange of letters with Miss Brawne; and by
placing this letter at the I5th this programme is pretty nearly
realized so far as Keats's letters from the Isle of Wight are con-
cerned.
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